
From Admissions Staff reports 

Judsonõs Fall Scholarship/
Preview Day for the 2009-2010 
year took place on November 14 
and, boy, was the day a success! 
Not since 2005 had the school 
experienced so many visitors for 
a first Scholarship Day.  

Judson welcomed 84 prospective 
students (not including their 
parents and other guests) to 
campus that day. Sixty-six high 
school seniors/transfers took 
the Lockhart Academic Place-
ment test, there were 32 athletic 

tryouts and five music auditions. 
Judson received a total of 42 
applications for the week.  

In case you missed our Fall 
Scholarship Day, we invite you 
to make plans to attend our 
Spring Scholarship Day on 
February 27, 2010. Prospective 
students will have the opportu-
nity to test for academic scholar-
ships, tour campus, meet faculty 
and staff, give an athletic tryout 
or music audition, and attend 
informational sessions. Have 
lunch with current students and 
your admissions recruiter! 

To reserve your spot now, call 
1.800.447.9472.  

Fall Scholarship Day numbers high  

By Elyse McIntyre, senior 

The 2009 Judson College 

Science Outreach class is 
conducting a research project 
on contamination of two lakes 
and two creeks that are located 
in Perry Lakes Park in Perry 
County, Alabama. This allows 
us to measure coliform bacteria 
and total bacteria that may be 
present in the lakes and creeks 
which could possibly help us 
understand if the waters are 
contaminated or if the levels of 
bacteria are normal. Also, this 
project measures dissolved 
oxygen, saturation, tempera-
ture, and pH of the waters. 
This will allow us to test the 
water content to make sure it is 
suitable for many different 

populations of plant and ani-
mal life in the surrounding 
areas. 

 To read bacteria, we get sam-
ples from each location to test 
for the growth of bacteria. 
Each 
Thursday 
morning, 
measure-
ments 
and sam-
ples were 
retrieved 
to test unless it was raining or 
the water was too high.  

This research project needs to 
undergo further sampling, test-
ing, and monitoring of the 
creeks and lakes to ensure defi-
nite outcomes. The informa-

tion that has been obtained will 
allow us to come to conclu-
sions as to what we can do or 
need to do to prevent contami-
nation. 

The Science Outreach class 
consists of 
Dr. Thomas 
Wilson, head 
of the Judson 
College biol-
ogy depart-
ment, Dr. 
Christine 

Sestero, an adjunct professor 
of biology, and students Jas-
mine Baker, Whitney Bryars, 
Lauretta Laatsch, Lauren 
Mobley, and Elyse McIntyre. 

See More on Biology! 

Busy In BiologyñProjects On The Go 
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ñThe research has stretched over the 

entire fall semesterðAugust to 

Decemberðwith eight weeks total of 

sampling and testing.ò 

Did You Know? 

96 percent of 

Judson students 

receive some form 

of financial aid... 

http://admissions.judson.edu/apply_preview.php
http://www.judson.edu/content.asp?id=85021
http://www.judson.edu/eventCalendar.asp


 

Page 2  They Sayé A College Newsletter for Parents Volume I I ,  I ssue  I I  

First In The Family  

 

By Kati Burns, ô06 
Editor of They Say... 

 

When I began my first year of college in 
2002, I was the first person in my family 
to pursue a four-year college degree. I was 
what we in Admissions refer to as òa first 
generation college student.ó My mom was 
a database processor at an automotive 
parts warehouse and my dad was a good 
ole fashioned crop farmer. In other words, 
my family was SOUTH-
ERN , and about as south-
ern as southern could get! 

This put me in a very pre-
carious position when I 
decided that I wanted to 
attend college. For months 
after my acceptance to 
Judson College they tried 
to convince me that 
òcollege was too far from 
home,ó or òcollege wasnõt 
for people like ôus,õó or òI 
could just get a full-time job.ó 

Now, despite what you might be thinking, 
I know for a fact that my family meant 
well. They loved me, wanted the best for 
me. Though their seeming lack of support 
hurt, I understood fully that they simply 
did not understand and were afraid of 
òthe unknown.ó  

I practically forced my parents to visit 
with me during Judson S.O.A.R. (New 
student orientation).  Iõm sure stepping 
onto this beautiful campus that was possi-
bly the single most frightful and uncom-
fortable time in my parentsõ lives, and I 
thank them now for loving me so much 
that they found the courage to step out-
side their comfort zones to give me an 
opportunity they had never wanted for 
themselves. 

The next four years of my life were like 
living in two separate worlds. I was learn-
ing so much at school ð about the world, 
about literature, about different people, 
about myself ð I often wanted so badly to 
talk with my family about these new dis-
coveries! But òmy kind of talkó seemed 
lost on them.  

Oh, how I would have leapt at the oppor-
tunity to explain further to them òwho 
this Shakespeare character was,ó or òwhy 
an A minus on an upper level English 
essay was a big deal,ó or òexplaining why I 
was now passionate about this or that,ó 
etc. If only they had askedé I think that 
first-time college parents often develop a 
fear of the things they do not know that 
their college student does know. I think 
this is what happened to my parents ð my 
ôother worldõ was too big for them.  

On my way back to school after a visit 
home, my parents would load my 
car down with microwave meals, 
snacks and water. It was like I 
was about to become a fugitive, 
banished to the wilderness with 
meager food rations. They 
seemed to have a hard time rec-
ognizing that they had raised a 
very competent and responsible 
daughter. My family caught up 
slowly to my òother world.ó Days 
after receiving my diploma my 
mother sat down with me and, 
with tears in her eyes, said òyou 

know, graduating from college was a big 
deal, wasnõt it? We should have brought 
more family to watchéó 

As a parent, understanding your daughters 
ònew worldó and what it means to her is 
just as important as you thinking you need 
to make sure sheõs still behaving the way 
she always did while under your watchful 
eye. I think sometimes my parents 
thought that if they questioned me too 
much about my life, I would feel like they 
were intruding. This is not always the case: 
asking zero questions can often be inter-
preted as lack of interestñsomething 
equally as frustrating as being overly bom-
barded with questions. My point: find a 
balance and tread softly. 

 I know your daughter will appreciate your 
interest one day, if not right away. Though 
it took my family years to learn to admire 

that I had been brave enough to step out-

side their òbox,ó Iõm just glad now I will 
always have that òboxó to return to should 

I ever have a needé Ã 

* What was the biggest obstacle you 
faced in college? Send your 

responses to kburns@judson.edu ! 

ñI think that first-

time college parents 

often develop a fear 

of the things they do 

not know that their 

college student does 

knowéò 

The Winning Number!  

Through their community perception survey, 

Judsonõs Psychology Research class gained 

a better idea of the perceived economic, social 

and spiritual impact that the college has made 

within the Marion/Perry County community.  

Pictured right, junior Brittany Wilder drew 

the winning survey door prize number. Psy-

chology professor Dr. Harold Arnold pic-

tured left. 

The Creation  Through Creation  

Judson College's church history class toured 

the chapel at Beeson Divinity School on 

Dec. 4 where the church's story is told 

through art and sculptures.  

Professor Scott Bullard said the group en-

joyed scenes of Jesus' life from the annuncia-

tion to the crucifixion, and pictures of Chris-

tian saints including Augustine, Southern 

Baptist heroine Lottie Moon and Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer. 

http://www.judson.edu/content.asp?id=297832
http://www.judson.edu/content.asp?id=297832



