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Introduction
Welcome to the 8th annual Judson College Alumnae Prayer Journal!
This year’s journal is inspired by the Student Life theme for the 2017-18 school
year: “Belong. Believe. Become.” This theme has been embraced by students, faculty, and
staff, and has even guided the messages of speakers in this year’s Chapel services. For
each entry in this year’s journal, we asked current Judson students to reflect on different
facets of this theme. Using the students’ entries, we developed a few prayer guides
suggesting specific ways to pray each week.
We think the resulting compilation of their entries provides a beautiful picture of
how the “Belong. Believe. Become.” theme works itself out in so many unique areas of the
Judson experience.
As you pray with us this spring, we invite you to apply this theme’s lens to your
Judson experience. Think about ways that you belonged at Judson, ways that you learned
to believe in God and in yourself at Judson, and ways that, when you graduated, you
were equipped to become the woman God was calling you to be. Our hope is that you will
begin to realize the ways in which your story is connected to those of our student writers.
We pray that you will be strengthened and encouraged by the things our students are
learning as they grow into the women God is calling them to be. We pray that, as you
learn about their experiences, you can discern intentional, practical ways you can support
Judson students and your College. As we “journey together in prayer”, let’s grow together
in our love for Judson and for our God.
Amy F. Butler, ‘09
Mary Amelia Taylor, ‘09
Co-chairs, Journeying Together in Prayer Committee
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Week 1: January 29–February 3
Student Writer: Aqui Lacy, junior Psychology major
		

Madison, AL

Judson is such a unique and amazing place, although upon my arrival I thought otherwise.
When I first arrived at Judson, I thought I made the absolute wrong choice about where I wanted to
attend school. I was eighteen years old. I knew no one and had not made any friends yet, and I was
in a completely different town and environment. I was in a place where people sung high pitched
songs, made you signs, and invited you to sit on blankets. “Confused” was the word to describe how
I was feeling. Within a few weeks of my freshman year I slowly adapted to the things that would
happen around Judson. I still had difficulties in making friends, but it did not stop me from trying.
I was not on an athletic team, and I did not know anything about horses. I enjoyed other things, like
TV. One day, while watching a movie, I met my first friend. This friendship is one of the best things
that could have happened to me during my freshmen year.
I was later asked to join the Athletic Board. This struck me with even more confusion. I had
never played a “real” sport before. When I attended my first A-Board meeting, I discovered that the
people there did not play any sports either! The club was actually for people who wanted to help
out at the athletic games. I could not have been any more excited to be a part of it! At this point in
my freshman year, I finally belonged to an awesome friend group, a club, and I had someone who
wanted to be my Big Sister.
I later began to learn how to call Judson my home. As I reached my second year at Judson,
I met my little sister playing field hockey. Unlike my freshman year, I felt at home. My sophomore
year was when I began to learn that where I am now (here at Judson) is where I truly belong. I
belong at Judson. I belong to a Judson family. I belong on the Athletic Board. I belong with my
Judson sisters. I belong as a LAMP and a Big Sister.
Overall, coming to Judson has been one of the best decisions I could have ever made. Judson
has helped me find my joy and has brought me much happiness. More than all of that, it has helped
me find my sense of belonging.

Prayer Points:
•
		
		
		
		

Aqui mentions being worried that some of her expectations about
college life were not being met at the beginning of her time here. Spend
time praying this week for the students who are thinking about coming
to Judson in the fall. Ask God to prepare their hearts for the transition
and for all that comes with adjusting to college life.

•
		
		
		

Pray for freshmen who are still adjusting to life at Judson as they enter
their second semester of college. Pray that students who may still be
looking for a place to belong on campus can find opportunities for
connection and involvement.
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Week 2: February 4–February 10
Student Writer: Kayla Oliver, junior Religious Studies and Psychology major
		

Odenville, AL

When I begin to reflect on the meaning of “belonging”, I automatically become overwhelmed
by God’s faithfulness in my life. Walking into the doors of Kirtley my freshman year, I can honestly
say that the words “belong” and “identity” were very foreign to me. I was just an 18-year-old girl
chasing her second chance of playing volleyball for four more years, BUT God knew I was more
than just a volleyball player. Freshman year was the year that changed my life. It was the year that I
experienced a sense of belonging for the first time.
God utilized my element, volleyball, and transformed it into something that could be used
for His kingdom. “What exactly does that look like?” you might ask. It looked like a freshman (me)
sitting in the front seat of a Judson van traveling for hours to play a game and my coach talking with
me about the Gospel and what it could look like on a campus, in a community, and how I could play
a role in that. It looked like that coach putting more time in ALL areas of my life instead of just the
sport. It looked like my putting down a volleyball and picking up a Bible. As time passed, that seed
of belonging that was planted grew into a Bible study that I led for the volleyball team and opened
the door for me to become the spiritual leader on my team. It looks like me giving back what I
received.
As time passed, I realized that belonging to the body of Christ stretched outside the walls
of Judson. That belonging was within the community. As I entered into my sophomore year,
belonging to Marion became very important to me. I saw the need of taking what I was learning
in my fostering community at Judson and apply it to “the least of these” surrounding our campus.
I began to serve in the local nursing home by participating in their weekly activities and adopting
grandparents. Later, I became active in the nonprofit organization Sowing Seeds of Hope, where
I was blessed with the opportunity to serve over a summer! God has faithfully built bridges and
strengthened partnerships within this community where I can consistently give and share my
time. Sometimes belonging is not about starting something new, but it is all about supporting what
already exists, and I am passionate about helping others discover this realization.
I tell you all of this not to boast in myself, but to help paint a picture of how God works on
our campus. Judson has a very unique way of providing a place for each individual that enrolls here,
and I am very thankful for the many mentors that helped me find my place. Because of
that, I have a passion for helping freshmen plug in. I want nothing more than to see my
new sisters discover their calling in life. I put this in action by serving as a Resident
Assistant in Kirtley. God has given me the opportunity to BE the mentor, the
encourager, and the inviter to a beautiful community of belonging. He is faithful
and has a plan in everything.
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Prayer Points:
•
		
		
		

Kayla discussed the unique ways in which faculty and staff have
great opportunities to pour into students’ lives on campus. Pray for more
mentoring relationships to form on campus, and ask God to strengthen
disciples through these relationships.

•
		
		
		
		
		

Kayla described how she expanded her idea of what it meant to belong. She
expressed how she learned that belonging meant to be a part of the Judson
community, the local community, and the Body of Christ. Ask God to lead
her and all of Judson’s students to find belonging in all areas of their lives.
Pray that God would use them to have a profound impact in all of these
areas for His glory.
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Week 3: February 11–February 17
Student Writer: Grace Terry, freshman English and Psychology major
		

Atmore, AL

I have never been the type of person to truly belong to any particular group. I could talk to
almost anyone in my high school, and I did make a few good friends, but I always felt as if I were
a camera observing several people through a lens rather than someone who was actively engaging
with others. I was an oddity, the soft-spoken girl who spent her school days hunched over her
sketchbook in classrooms and over her guitar during weekly chapel.
When I had first applied for Judson College, I had planned to continue being the somewhat
antisocial, quiet girl I had always been. Whenever my father brought up the idea of new friends, my
stomach instinctively clenched in fear.
“People won’t like me, anyway,” I had told myself. “I don’t really do that great with the whole
socializing thing.”
I came to Judson expecting to stay the hermit that I always had been, accompanied by only
my sketchbook, my guitar, and Internet access. Sitting in my dorm with my roommate, whom I had
gotten to know over the previous summer, I felt no need to leave my desk...until I realized that I
needed to eat in order to survive. With some encouragement from my roommate, I ventured into
the student-filled cafeteria, where I sat with a small group of girls in the corner by the salad bar.
“Dude, is that a Skyrim necklace?” One of the other girls pointed at the silver dragon hanging from
my neck, the emblem of one of my favorite video games. I quickly gave her a smile before replying to
her.
“Yeah, it is!”
We then launched ourselves into a conversation of dragons, swords, and frigid mountains.
Despite the tightness in my stomach, I continued, and I eventually found myself speaking to several
others and even making new friends. People had reached out to me...invited me...and I am happy to
say that for the first time in years, I feel like I belong. I am no longer “the puzzle piece that won’t fit;”
I am a Judson girl.

Prayer Points:
•
		
		

Pray for the students who arrive to Judson feeling like “the outsider” or “the
odd one”. Pray that they, like Grace, can find belonging here – through
friendships and in communion with God.

•
		

Ask God to give Judson students the boldness to step out of their comfort
zones and for them to discover their worth and belonging in God.

7

Week 4: February 18–February 24
Student Writer: Courtney Tillman, senior Social Work major
		

Flat Rock, AL

Belonging at Judson can look like a lot of different things. It can look like being part of
campus ministries, an athletic team, or a club on campus. It can look like being part of a family
(like the lion family). Or it can look like sitting together in the dining hall with your phones away,
connecting and talking to the people around you. Judson is here ready to welcome you with open
arms; you just have to take her up on it.
For me, belonging at Judson looks like being part of the lion family, where I have the best
big sister and little sister I ever could have asked for. It means belonging to Barron Residence Hall,
where I have found such friendship and community and a group of women to serve others and share
life with. I have found belonging in my Social Work cohort. Taking classes together, going through
internships, and learning how to care for others and ourselves has bonded us in a way that I will
forever hold dear.
While I have been here at Judson I have also had the opportunity to deepen my relationship
with Christ. I have been encouraged to find my place of belonging in Christ’s kingdom. Through
communities, such as REVIVE (Campus Ministries) and Siloam, I have encountered people who
have pushed me, encouraged me, and told me the truth in love. Pastor John at Siloam opens not
only the doors of the church but the doors of his heart to Judson students. He has encouraged me
and taught me truth. I will forever be thankful for the belonging I have found at Siloam during this
season of my life. I have been encouraged to grow in my calling and supported as I have tried to
figure out what God would have me to do. I have also found what true belonging in Christ looks
like. Christ loves me because I belong to Him, because He made me, because I am His child. I do
not belong based on what I do. The same is true for everyone who is a child of God. But beyond
this, belonging to Jesus means living life the way that He did. It means lifting the broken-hearted
through loving people even when it gets hard, inconvenient, or messy. It is feeding the hungry—both
the physically hungry and the spiritually hungry. It means trusting Him to take care of my needs.

Prayer Points:
•
Consider all the different groups in which Judson students find community
		
(Judson families, class cohorts, sports teams, church groups, residence
		
halls, etc). Pray that these groups are sources of light and truth in the
		
students’ lives. Pray they are places that welcome, embrace, and empower
		Judson women.
•
		
		
		
		

Through Courtney’s involvement in these different groups, she has gained
the courage and insight to share Christ’s love with others. Ask God to
continue to burden Judson students with a desire to love people like
Jesus. Pray that they would seek out ways to serve their fellow classmates,
their local community, and beyond.
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Week 5: February 25–March 3
Student Writer: Molly Veal, junior Elementary Education major
		

Rainsville, AL

Everyone has a unique story as to how they got to Mother Judson. Some people might tell
you they are here solely because of a scholarship, or for sports, or because their parents made them,
or it might have even been their dream school. My journey to Judson is quite different, and I love
reflecting back on it. It all started my senior year in high school. I really pressed into the Lord and
was seeking the next step He had for me. I believed he would place me right where He wanted me.
I graduated with intentions of attending a local community college on a singing scholarship. It
was cheap (paid for), and close to home, yet something within me was uneasy. I kept praying and
believing that the Lord would lead me in His direction, and He did. Through persistency, lots of
paperwork, prayers, and unlimited amounts of tears, I found myself at Judson on the Friday before
students moved in to tour the campus for the first time. My family was just as confused as I was.
They were shocked this opportunity had arisen, because the most obvious, most logical, and easiest
plan was community college. But we all knew and BELIEVED that God was calling me to take a leap
of faith in coming to Judson.
Since I have been at Judson, I have not only grown in my academics, but as a child of God. I
have faced so many ups and downs since being here, but I always go back to the day that the Lord
called me to come here and then provided the way for me to get here. I have not realized it until
right now, but I would not be where I am today without my belief in the Lord and His perfect plan
for me. I would not be here without the people God has placed in my life and those who not only
believe in me, but who believe that God does have a purpose for me in being here and serving Him
at Judson. I cannot express how thankful I am for the people who help, encourage, and believe
in me! Most importantly, I could not be where I am today without believing in myself. Because of
my belief in God’s purpose for my life, and those who believe in me also, I can walk each day with
purpose knowing I am right where God has called me to be. At the end of the day, I believed and
others believed, and because of that God is doing HUGE things in me and allows me to be a part of
His HUGE plans as well.

Prayer Points:
•
		
		

Consider praying this week for the students who need to discover a place
like Judson. Pray that they may have opportunities to learn about Judson
and how there is a place for them here.

•
		
		

Ask God to move in the lives of current students on campus. Pray that He
will be evident in their lives and that they will strive to discover who they
are in Him.

•
		
		
		

Molly expressed how she learned to believe in herself through her
realization that others believed in her. Pray that our students seek
relationships at Judson that foster wisdom for their lives and
encouragement for their journeys.
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Week 6: March 4–March 10
Student Writer: Macie Lee, sophomore Biology and Chemistry major
		

Prattville, AL

When thinking about the “believe” part of our theme, my mind kept going to the word
“Faith”: believing in an all-knowing God and putting my trust in the One that has my life in His
hands. When I was growing up, my grandmother always told me to “never let my fear be bigger
than my faith.” After hearing these words from her, I searched for definitions of faith and there was
one that I have really come to love: “faith: the banishment of doubt.” Faith: the banishment of fear,
of everyday doubts, doubts of failing, doubts of what all college students think at least once during
their time at school. By putting my faith in an omnipresent and omnipotent God, all my fears and
doubts vanish. God loves my sinful heart to its core and has never let any of His children go unloved.
This love surpasses all understanding.
College is hard, as you should know! Resting in Christ and having a group of women going
through the same daily struggles by my side eases the stress of college life and new adulthood. Being
here at Judson has given me opportunities to be part of these groups of women who support each
other and encourage each other in the love of Christ. Together we step out on faith to do hard things
and don’t allow fear to be bigger than our faith. When we “believe,” we banish our doubt with the
love of Christ, and then we’re able to pour that love into the lives of those around us.

Prayer Points:
•
		
		

Pray that the doubts of current Judson students—about grades, leadership
roles, career plans, home life, or relationships—would be banished as they
learn to believe in a God who is all-present and all-powerful.

•
		
		

Macie relied on the support of her Judson sisters to face the challenges of
being on her own at college and of growing in her own faith. Pray that
more Judson students will discover the power of following Christ together.

•
		
		
		

Pray for Judson students who serve others through faith-based service
learning opportunities in Perry County or through missions elsewhere. Pray
that the love of Christ they experience on campus would equip them to pour
“love that surpasses understanding” into others’ lives.
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Week 7: March 11–March 17
Student Writer: Audri Thicklin, sophomore Social Work major
		

Hayneville, AL

As I think of the word “believe”, I automatically think about God and how we believe that he
loved us enough to send His Son to be our living Savior. We believe that we are a part of His family,
and, because we are a part of that family, we have the support of our brothers and sisters. There is
this hope that anything is possible because of the power of Jesus Christ.
As Judson Girls, we are encouraged to believe that we are not only a part of God’s family, but
as a college we, too, are a family. We are a part of a huge sisterhood that dates back 180 years. This
sisterhood forms a great support system that allows us to believe that we can achieve anything. We
are empowered by former Judson Sisters who have walked the same path as us. It gives us hope that
as Judson Girls we are receiving the greatest education possible.
Judson was created specifically with the education of women in mind. Judson is fulfilling
its purpose as it allows women to receive an education that offers bright and successful futures.
The first step in being successful is truly believing that you can achieve it. Judson has graduated
many successful women into the world who are now models for many current students. The word
“believe” and the act of believing are powerful. As Judson Girls, believing helps us to fulfill our
calling.

Prayer Points:
•
		

Thank God for Judson’s legacy of 180 years and for the blessings you have
received by being part of it.

•
		
		

Pray for Judson’s family of faculty, staff, students, friends, and alumnae.
Pray that we would grow in love for each other and our community because
of the love of our living Savior.

•
		

Pray that current Judson students who don’t know Christ would feel the
love of Judson’s family and desire to join God’s family.

•
		

Pray that God would show you how you can support current students
through existing or new initiatives at Judson, your gifts, or your time.
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Week 8: March 18–March 24
Student Writer: Valentyna “Vivi” Trull, sophomore Biology and Chemistry major
		

Northport, AL

“Who will I become?” “Who do I want to become?” These thoughts gripped my mind as I was
deciding where to go to college and what I wanted my career to be. I had two choices when it came
to the type of school to attend: a large secular school, or a smaller Christian school. I knew which
was the cool option, or even the easy option. I wouldn’t have to be different, or move farther away
from home, but I also knew the type of person I would become and that was not the person God
intended me to be. I chose Judson because after visiting and meeting the women there, I realized
they were both knowledgeable in their fields of study, and in their relationships with God. Since
coming to Judson, I have witnessed and learned some of what it means to be a Godly woman not
only in your personal life but also in your work life. I am a pre-med major, and being at a Christian
school has really helped me ground my faith in God as I enter the science and medical field. I hope
that I will continue to grow in my faith, and be able to stand strong for what I believe in.

Prayer Points:
•
		
		

Pray for prospective students as they begin to ask “Who will I become?” in
their search for college. Pray that they will have the courage to ask the hard
questions about what they really want in a college experience.

•
		

Pray that God will guide new Judson Girls to campus this year—women
who are eager to become who He is calling them to be.

•
		

Pray for current students as they continue to learn how to become the
women God desires for them to be.
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Week 9: March 25–March 31
Student Writer: Madison Casale, senior Psychology major
		

Blountsville, AL

“Who am I?” “Who do I want to become?” I have asked myself these questions many times
during my years at Judson, and the answers seem to change as I learn and grow. When I first
arrived in the Fall of 2014, I did not have an answer to either question. I didn’t know who I was or
who I wanted to be. Through opportunities offered and relationships formed, Judson faculty and
staff guided me onto the path God intended for me to take. Although I endured many setbacks
followed by many comebacks, I discovered my calling, my passion, and my future.
While at Judson, the Office of Faith-Based Service and Learning gave me access to resources
within the Perry County community that strengthened my desire to serve. From the experience I
gained from those opportunities, I realized the important role a church plays within its community
(especially in impoverished communities). Many people and families rely on resources churches
can provide. I would like to better educate myself on ways a church can actively serve and have a
positive impact in its community. I have recently applied to seminary to pursue a degree in Divinity
so that I may gain the knowledge and skills to best serve my neighbor. It is my passion to serve my
God through serving others. And my love for helping people has opened my heart to the possibility
of pursuing a degree in social work as well as Divinity. It is my desire to continue efforts in defeating
poverty, inequality, injustice, and the like through the power and truth of the Gospel.
In the near future, I intend to move to Waco, Texas where I will begin graduate school at
George W. Truett Theological Seminary at Baylor University. This journey will require much faith as
it is a far distance from home, but I know that this decision will shape me into the person God wants
me to become.

Prayer Points:
•
		
		
		

Madison’s experience of discovering her calling at Judson is shared by
many of her peers. Pray for Judson students who are still figuring out who
God is calling them to be. Pray for His leading in their lives as they learn to
listen to Him.

•
Pray for Judson students who are learning the role that churches, non
		
profits, and programs like Judson’s Faith-Based Service and Learning
		
program play in communities like Perry County. Pray that students who are
		
passionate about service will find practical ways they can serve their
		neighbors.
•
		

Pray for churches in Perry County. Ask God to show them how to more
effectively serve their neighbors.
13

Week 10: April 1–April 7
Student Writer: Lindsey McDonald, freshman Nursing major
		

Sylacauga, AL

A Judson alumna recently wrote: “Judson provided me with a safe place to figure out what
kind of woman I wanted to be, and how to get from where I was to where I wanted to be.” This
has challenged me to think about who I want to become. Who do I want to be? To fulfill my career
I want to be a nurse; I am someone who wants to travel the world and help people. Personally I
want to grow in my relationship with Christ and be able to share my faith with anyone at any time.
Personal growth will come throughout the remainder of my college years by growing along with my
classmates and sister classes. Judson has become my home, my safe place, and my shelter. I don’t
think I could imagine my life any differently than how it is right now. Judson is going to have an
impact on shaping and molding me into the woman I want to become.

Prayer Points:
•
		
		

As many students in our nursing program graduate from Judson and begin
working, especially in underserved areas, pray that God would lead them to
places where they are most needed.

•
		

Pray that each student at Judson would feel God’s calling to become His
“hands and feet”, no matter her major.

•
		
		

Ask God to provide every student at Judson with relationships and
opportunities that make her feel that Judson is a safe place where she is
supported in becoming the woman God calls her to be.

•
		

Lindsey was inspired by a quote from a Judson alumna. Pray about how, as
an alumna, you can create points of connection with current students.
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Concluding Remarks
Thank you for joining us in prayer over the past several weeks. We hope that you
have enjoyed journeying together through prayer as you have read these students’ stories.
Each one of them shares a glimpse into the ways the theme, “Belong, Believe, Become” is
being lived out daily on our campus.
We ask that your prayers do not stop here. Your support as women who have
walked this journey is invaluable to Judson’s students. We encourage you to seek out
ways in which you might invest in and empower the future alumnae of Judson College.
Continue to lift up the students as they seek to understand what “Belong. Believe.
Become” means for their lives – both at Judson and beyond.

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were
not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.”
								1 Peter 2:9-10
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